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Yasutaro Soga’s Life behind Barbed Wire (Tessaku seikatsu) is an exceptional firsthand account of the
incarceration of a Hawai‘i Japanese during World War II. On the evening of the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Soga, the editor of a Japanese-language newspaper, was arrested along with several hundred other prominent
Issei ( Japanese immigrants) in Hawai‘i. After being held for six months on Sand Island, Soga was
transferred to an Army camp in Lordsburg, New Mexico, and later to a Justice Department camp in Santa Fe.
He would spend just under four years in custody before returning to Hawai‘i in the months following the end
of the war.

Most of what has been written about the detention of Japanese Americans focuses on the Nisei experience of
mass internment on the West Coast—largely because of the language barrier immigrant writers faced. This
translation, therefore, presents us with a rare Issei voice on internment, and Soga’s opinions challenge many
commonly held assumptions about Japanese Americans during the war regarding race relations, patriotism,
and loyalty.

Although centered on one man’s experience, Life behind Barbed Wire benefits greatly from Soga’s trained
eye and instincts as a professional journalist, which allowed him to paint a larger picture of those
extraordinary times and his place in them. The Introduction by Tetsuden Kashima of the University of
Washington and Foreword by Dennis Ogawa of the University of Hawai‘i provide context for Soga’s
recollections based on the most current scholarship on the Japanese American internment.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

The experience that you get from Life Behind Barbed Wire: The World War II Internment Memoirs of a
Hawaii Issei is the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Life Behind Barbed Wire: The
World War II Internment Memoirs of a Hawaii Issei giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific Life Behind Barbed Wire: The World War II Internment Memoirs of a Hawaii Issei
instantly.

Bruce Jones:

The guide untitled Life Behind Barbed Wire: The World War II Internment Memoirs of a Hawaii Issei is the
guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Life Behind Barbed Wire: The World
War II Internment Memoirs of a Hawaii Issei from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Daniel Starkey:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Life Behind Barbed Wire: The World War II
Internment Memoirs of a Hawaii Issei, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Bruce Williamson:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Life Behind Barbed Wire: The World War II
Internment Memoirs of a Hawaii Issei is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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