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American philanthropy today expands knowledge, champions social movements, defines active citizenship,
influences policymaking, and addresses humanitarian crises. How did philanthropy become such a powerful
and integral force in American society? Philanthropy in America is the first book to explore in depth the
twentieth-century growth of this unique phenomenon. Ranging from the influential large-scale foundations
established by tycoons such as John D. Rockefeller, Sr., and the mass mobilization of small donors by the
Red Cross and March of Dimes, to the recent social advocacy of individuals like Bill Gates and George
Soros, respected historian Olivier Zunz chronicles the tight connections between private giving and public
affairs, and shows how this union has enlarged democracy and shaped history.

Zunz looks at the ways in which American philanthropy emerged not as charity work, but as an open and
sometimes controversial means to foster independent investigation, problem solving, and the greater good.
Andrew Carnegie supported science research and higher education, catapulting these fields to a prominent
position on the world stage. In the 1950s, Howard Pew deliberately funded the young Billy Graham to
counter liberal philanthropies, prefiguring the culture wars and increased philanthropic support for religious
causes. And in the 1960s, the Ford Foundation supported civil rights through education, voter registration
drives, and community action programs. Zunz argues that American giving allowed the country to export its
ideals abroad after World War II, and he examines the federal tax policies that unified the diverse nonprofit
sector.

Demonstrating that America has cultivated and relied on philanthropy more than any other country,
Philanthropy in America examines how giving for the betterment of all became embedded in the fabric of the
nation's civic democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Bassett:

This Philanthropy in America: A History (Politics and Society in Modern America) book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Philanthropy in America: A History (Politics and Society in
Modern America) without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Philanthropy in America: A History (Politics and Society in Modern America) can
bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Philanthropy in America: A History (Politics and
Society in Modern America) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Richard Pease:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Philanthropy in
America: A History (Politics and Society in Modern America) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Kevin Pinkney:

You can get this Philanthropy in America: A History (Politics and Society in Modern America) by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Robert Banks:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Philanthropy in America: A History (Politics and Society in Modern America). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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