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Drawing with scissors: The revolutionary late-period work by Matisse
 
Towards the end of his monumental career as a painter, sculptor, and lithographer, an elderly, sickly Matisse
was unable to stand and use a paintbrush for a longer period of time. In this late phase of his life—he was
almost 80 years of age—he developed the technique of ‘carving into color’, creating bright, bold paper cut-
outs. Though dismissed by some contemporary critics as the folly of a senile old man, these gouaches
decoupées (gouache cut-outs) in fact represented a revolution in modern art, a whole new medium that re-
imagined the age-old conflict between color and line.

This fresh, standard TASCHEN edition of our original prize-winning XL volume provides a thorough
historical context to Matisse’s cut-outs, tracing their roots in his 1930 trip to Tahiti, through to his final years
in Nice. It includes many photos of Matisse, some rare color images, by Henri Cartier-Bresson, Brassaï,
and the filmmaker Murnau and text from Matisse, Picasso, publisher E. Tériade, the poets Louis Aragon,
Henri Michaux, and Pierre Reverdy, and Matisse’s son-in-law, Georges Duthuit.

In their deceptive simplicity, the cut-outs achieved both a sculptural quality and an early minimalist
abstraction which would profoundly influence generations of artists to come. Exuberant, multi-hued,
and often grand in scale, these works are true pillars of 20th century art, and as bold and innovative to behold
today as they were in Matisse’s lifetime.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Henri Matisse: Cut-
outs, Drawing With Scissors, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

David Boggs:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors this e-book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Donna Kerns:

Beside this specific Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors in your phone, it may give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Hoyt Adkins:

This Henri Matisse: Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Henri Matisse:
Cut-outs, Drawing With Scissors can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you



are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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