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After relatively successful military interventions in Iraq in 1992 and Yugoslavia in 1998, many American
strategists believed that airpower and remote technology were the future of U.S. military action. But
America's most recent wars in the Middle East have reinforced the importance of counterinsurgency, with its
imperative to "win hearts and minds" on the ground in foreign lands. In both Iraq and Afghanistan, the U.S.
military has studied and experimented with the combined action platoon (CAP) concept used from 1965 to
1971 by the Marine Corps in Vietnam.

Consisting of twelve Marines, a medic, and dozens of inexperienced local militiamen, the American
contingent of CAPs lived in South Vietnamese villages where they provided twenty-four-hour security and
daily medical support for civilians, and fostered social interaction through civic action projects, such as
building schools, offices, and wells. Defend and Befriend is the first comprehensive study of the evolution of
these platoons, emphasizing how and why the U.S. Marine Corps attempted to overcome the inherent
military, social, and cultural obstacles on the ground in Vietnam. Basing his analysis on Marine records and
numerous interviews with CAP veterans, author John Southard illustrates how thousands of soldiers tasked
with counterinsurgency duties came to perceive the Vietnamese people and their mission.

This unique study counters prevailing stereotypes and provides a new perspective on the American
infantryman in the Vietnam War. Illuminating the fear felt by many Americans as they served among groups
of understandably suspicious civilians, Defend and Befriend offers important insights into the future
development of counterinsurgency doctrine.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Raber:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Defend and Befriend:
The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam is kind of guide which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Heidi Odom:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam.

Anne Shivers:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and
Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Judy Yelle:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine
Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Defend and Befriend: The



U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam can to be your new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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