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This book is a consumer guide, an opera appreciation course, and a history of recording techniques and lore,
all rolled into one. With the same wit and verve that he brought to Opera Anecdotes and Demented: The
World of the Opera Diva, Ethan Mordden reviews opera's legacy of recordings, from Monteverdi to Stephen
Sondheim, from Nellie Melba to Luciano Pavarotti, from cylinders and 78s to lps and compact discs.
There have been guides to opera's discography before, but no single-volume work as wide-ranging and up-
to-date as this one: not only the major composers, but also many "minor" ones are represented; and both live
performances and studio recordings are featured. Not a mere listing of recordings, but a narrative history of
opera since its earliest days, the book provides chapters on the First Operas, Mozart, German Romanticism,
Grand Opera, Rossini, Verdi, Russian Opera, Puccini, Stravinsky, Modern French Opera, Strauss, Weill,
Britten, Gerswin, American Opera and much more. Even the most recent productions, like Les Miserables,
and such newly hailed opera stars as Kathleen Battle and Ghena Dimitrova are discussed. Recording
information, including cast and label, is contained in the text while a helpful index enables the reader to
locate composers, their works, and the recordings of favourite singers quickly and easily.
Every opera lover, whether newcomer or veteran buff, will find the answers they have been looking for in
this entertaining new handbook. What is the best Rigoletto? The most complete Lohengrin? The most
avoidable Carmen? How does Maria Callas sound singing Wagner? What of the great Ring recordings --
how does Georg Solti's measure up against Herbert von Karajan's? Has sonic technology improved Callas'
classic, thirty-five- year-old Tosca, or has it damaged it? Are "bargain boxes" of records actually a good buy
or just shoddy merchandise? Do we really get anything out of ancient recordings that we can't get in digital
sound from CDs? Ethan Mordden's latest work is the perfect companion to steer the reader through the
marvels of opera.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Chacko:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled A Guide to Opera Recordings. Try to face the book A Guide to Opera
Recordings as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Howard Kincaid:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Guide to Opera Recordings will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

James Cansler:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled A Guide to Opera Recordings can be fine book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Richard Moyer:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book A Guide to Opera Recordings it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.
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