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America's post--Cold War strategic dominance and its pre-recession affluence inspired pundits to make
celebratory comparisons to ancient Rome at its most powerful. Now, with America no longer perceived as
invulnerable, engaged in protracted fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, and suffering the worst economic
downturn since the Great Depression, comparisons are to the bloated, decadent, ineffectual later Empire. In
Why America Is Not a New Rome, Vaclav Smil looks at these comparisons in detail, going deeper than the
facile analogy-making of talk shows and glossy magazine articles. He finds profound differences.

Smil, a scientist and a lifelong student of Roman history, focuses on several fundamental concerns: the very
meaning of empire; the actual extent and nature of Roman and American power; the role of knowledge and
innovation; and demographic and economic basics--population dynamics, illness, death, wealth, and misery.
America is not a latter-day Rome, Smil finds, and we need to understand this in order to look ahead without
the burden of counterproductive analogies. Superficial similarities do not imply long-term political,
demographic, or economic outcomes identical to Rome's.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

The book Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Why America Is
Not a New Rome (MIT Press) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available
and read a reserve Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Josephine Mares:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) book is readable simply by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Why
America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Major Talley:

The e-book untitled Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) is the guide that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Willie Batres:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get just before. The Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) giving you a different experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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