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Higher education in America, still thought to be the world leader, is in crisis. University students are falling
behind their international peers in attainment, while suffering from unprecedented student debt. For over a
decade, the realm of American higher education has been wracked with self-doubt and mutual recrimination,
with no clear solutions on the horizon. How did this happen? In this stunning new book, Christopher
Newfield offers readers an in-depth analysis of the "great mistake" that led to the cycle of decline and
dissolution, a mistake that impacts every public college and university in America. What might occur, he
asserts, is no less than locked-in economic inequality and the fall of the middle class.

In The Great Mistake, Newfield asks how we can fix higher education, given the damage done by private-
sector models. The current accepted wisdom?that to succeed, universities should be more like businesses?is
dead wrong. Newfield combines firsthand experience with expert analysis to show that private funding and
private-sector methods cannot replace public funding or improve efficiency, arguing that business-minded
practices have increased costs and gravely damaged the university’s value to society.

It is imperative that universities move beyond the destructive policies that have led them to destabilize their
finances, raise tuition, overbuild facilities, create a national student debt crisis, and lower educational quality.
Laying out an interconnected cycle of mistakes, from subsidizing the private sector to "the poor get poorer"
funding policies, Newfield clearly demonstrates how decisions made in government, in the corporate world,
and at colleges themselves contribute to the dismantling of once-great public higher education. A powerful,
hopeful critique of the unnecessary death spiral of higher education, The Great Mistake is essential reading
for those who wonder why students have been paying more to get less and for everyone who cares about the
role the higher education system plays in improving the lives of average Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Walker:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Great Mistake: How We Wrecked Public Universities and How We Can Fix Them (Critical University
Studies), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Annie Smith:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled The Great Mistake: How We Wrecked Public Universities and How
We Can Fix Them (Critical University Studies) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Joshua Nichols:

Precisely why? Because this The Great Mistake: How We Wrecked Public Universities and How We Can
Fix Them (Critical University Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having
that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Clyde King:

Beside this specific The Great Mistake: How We Wrecked Public Universities and How We Can Fix Them
(Critical University Studies) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge
or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry
if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Great Mistake: How We



Wrecked Public Universities and How We Can Fix Them (Critical University Studies) because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book
in addition to read it from now!
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