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“Like all of Carolyn Morrow Long’s work, Madame Lalaurie is scrupulously researched. It is difficult to
envision anyone producing a more thorough account of Delphine Lalaurie, her family, and the home in
which she lived. Fortunately for scholars and popular readers alike, the story of the woman and her misdeeds
is a captivating one, and the horror of her crimes is shocking even today. This is Long’s best book.”—
Jeffrey E. Anderson, author of Hoodoo, Voodoo, and Conjure: A Handbook

“Explores a pivotal event in a city that drips legends from every pore. In the end, Long reminds us that
history has just one indisputable ‘truth’—the past was a complex world whose deeds continue to haunt
us.”—Elizabeth Shown Mills, author of Isle of Canes
 “A page-turner. History, folklore, myth—this book has it all, like almost everything in New
Orleans.”—Nathalie Dessens, author of From Saint-Domingue to New Orleans

The legend of Madame Delphine Lalaurie, a wealthy society matron and accused slave torturer, has haunted
New Orleans for nearly two hundred years. Her macabre tale is frequently retold, and her French Quarter
mansion has been referred to as “the most haunted house in the city.”
Rumors that Lalaurie abused her slaves were already in circulation when fire broke out in the kitchen and
slave quarters of her home in 1834. Bystanders intent on rescuing anyone still inside forced their way past
Lalaurie and her husband into the burning service wing. Once inside, they discovered seven “wretched
negroes” starved, chained, and mutilated. The crowd’s temper quickly shifted from concern to outrage,
assuming that the Lalauries had been willing to allow their slaves to perish in the flames rather than risk
discovery of the horrific conditions in which they were kept.

Forced to flee the city, Delphine Lalaurie’s guilt went unquestioned during her lifetime, and tales of her
actions have become increasingly fanciful and grotesque over the decades. Stories of perverted tortures, of
burying slaves alive, of cutting off their limbs have continued to plague her legacy.

           
A meticulous researcher of New Orleans history, Carolyn Long disentangles the threads of fact and legend
that have intertwined over the decades. Was Madame Lalaurie a sadistic abuser? Mentally ill? Or merely the
victim of an unfair and sensationalist press? Using carefully documented eyewitness testimony, archival
documents, and family letters, Long recounts Lalaurie’s life from legal troubles before the fire through the
scandal of her exile to France to her death in Paris in 1849.
 
As she demonstrated in her biography of Marie Laveau, A New Orleans Voudou Priestess, Long’s ability to
tease the truth from the knots of sensationalism is uncanny. Proving once again that history is more
fascinating than elaborated fiction, she opens wide the door on the legend of Madame Lalaurie’s haunted
house.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Arbogast:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Madame Lalaurie, Mistress of the Haunted House? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Irene Allen:

Here thing why this particular Madame Lalaurie, Mistress of the Haunted House are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Madame Lalaurie, Mistress of the Haunted House giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with
Madame Lalaurie, Mistress of the Haunted House. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Madame Lalaurie, Mistress of the
Haunted House in e-book can be your alternate.

Benjamin Martinez:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Madame Lalaurie, Mistress of the
Haunted House book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Robert Howard:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Madame Lalaurie, Mistress of the Haunted House was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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