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Men and women have always bargained for sex. In Hard Bargains, philosopher-lawyer Linda Hirshman and
legal historian Jane Larson provide the first complete analysis ofpower in heterosexual relationships,
combining an eye-opening legal history of sexual regulation with thought-provoking predictions of what the
future might bring.
Hirshman and Larson tell a riveting tale that spans the centuries--from early accounts of adulterers hanging
from the gibbet, to the impact of the Kinsey Reports and Hugh Hefner's playboy philosophy, to the Swinging
Sixties judge who argued in favor of sex with eleven year-olds. The book examines the factors that have
shaped our notions of sex, from Catholic teaching to the theories of Sigmund Freud, and it explores the
Supreme Court decisions of the last few decades that revolutionized the politics of sex. And Hard Bargains
not only provides a deep understanding of historical and current disputes, it also offers striking predictions of
what sexual bargaining will look like in the future--rape laws replaced by laws of sexual autonomy, adultery
subjected to breach of contract action, fornicators responsible for each other's rent, prostitution considered an
unfair labor practice. These are a few of the surprising--and surprisingly workable--solutions the authors
foresee in the 21st century.
Hard Bargains takes a forthright and level-headed look at all aspects of one of the biggest controversies in
contemporary American society--heterosexual sex--and delivers a radically new perspective on the sexual
lives of women and men.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Hard Bargains: The Politics of Sex book is readable by you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Hard Bargains: The
Politics of Sex content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Hard Bargains:
The Politics of Sex is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jesse Kennedy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Hard Bargains: The Politics of Sex is kind
of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Stacy Knarr:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Hard Bargains: The Politics of Sex, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Victor Dinh:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be examine. Hard
Bargains: The Politics of Sex can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those
short extra time problems.
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