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This probing analysis of three works by Giotto and the patrons who commissioned them goes far beyond the
clichés of Giotto as the founding figure of Western painting. It traces the interactions between Franciscan
friars and powerful bankers, illuminating the complex interplay between mercantile wealth and the
iconography of poverty.

Political strife and religious faction lacerated fourteenth-century Italy. Giotto’s commissions are best
understood against the background of this social turmoil. They reflected the demands of his patrons, the
requirements of the Franciscan Order, and the restlessly inventive genius of the painter. Julian Gardner
examines this important period of Giotto’s path-breaking career through works originally created for
Franciscan churches: Stigmatization of Saint Francis from San Francesco at Pisa, now in the Louvre, the
Bardi Chapel cycle of the Life of St. Francis in Santa Croce at Florence, and the frescoes of the crossing
vault above the tomb of Saint Francis in the Lower Church of San Francesco at Assisi.

These murals were executed during a twenty-year period when internal tensions divided the friars themselves
and when the Order was confronted by a radical change of papal policy toward its defining vow of poverty.
The Order had amassed great wealth and built ostentatious churches, alienating many Franciscans in the
process and incurring the hostility of other Orders. Many elements in Giotto’s frescoes, including references
to St. Peter, Florentine politics, and church architecture, were included to satisfy patrons, redefine the figure
of Francis, and celebrate the dominant group within the Franciscan brotherhood.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Myers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard
Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti).

Ellen Kelsey:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of
Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Ellis Cook:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the
Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he
makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Sandra McNulty:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Giotto and His Publics: Three Paradigms of
Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Giotto and His Publics: Three



Paradigms of Patronage (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I
Tatti) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in
which.
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