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What is craft? How is it different from fine art or design? In A Theory of Craft, Howard Risatti examines
these issues by comparing handmade ceramics, glass, metalwork, weaving, and furniture to painting,
sculpture, photography, and machine-made design from Bauhaus to the Memphis Group. He describes craft's
unique qualities as functionality combined with an ability to express human values that transcend temporal,
spatial, and social boundaries. Modern design today has taken over from craft the making of functional
objects of daily use by employing machines to do work once done by hand. Understanding the aesthetic and
social implications of this transformation forces us to see craft as well as design and fine art in a new
perspective, Risatti argues. Without a way of understanding and valuing craft on its own terms, the field
languishes aesthetically, being judged by fine art criteria that automatically deny art status to craft objects.
Craft must articulate a role for itself in contemporary society, says Risatti; otherwise it will be absorbed by
fine art or design and its singular approach to understanding the world will be lost. A Theory of Craft is a
signal contribution to establishing a craft theory that recognizes, defines, and celebrates the unique blend of
function and human aesthetic values embodied in the craft object.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Goldstein:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression. Try
to face the book A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Patrick Bergeron:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the
book A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Alexander Ray:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression provide you with new experience in studying a
book.

Stephen Lee:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression
can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Theory of Craft: Function and
Aesthetic Expression.
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