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Lorenz Hart singlehandedly changed the craft of lyric writing. When Larry Hart first met Dick Rodgers in
1919, the commercial song lyric consisted of tired cliches and cloying Victorian sentimentality. Hart
changed all that, always avoiding the obvious, aiming for the unexpected phrase that would twang the nerve
or touch the heart. Endowed with both a buoyant wit and a tender, almost raw sincerity, Hart brought a
poetic complexity to his art, capturing the everyday way people talk and weaving it into his lyrics. Songs had
never been written like that before, and afterwards it seemed impossible that songs would ever be written any
other way.
Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway presents the public triumphs of a true genius of the American musical
theatre, and the personal tragedies of a man his friend the singer Mabel Mercer described as "the saddest man
I ever knew." Author Frederick Nolan began researching this definitive biography in 1968, tracking down
and interviewing Hart's friends and collaborators one by one, including a remarkable conversation with
Richard Rodgers himself. A veritable who's who of Broadway's golden age, including Joshua Logan, Gene
Kelly, George Abbott and many more, recall their uncensored and often hilarious, sometimes poignant
memories of the cigar-chomping wordsmith who composed some of the best lyrics ever concocted for the
Broadway stage, but who remained forever lost and lonely in the crowds of hangers-on he attracted. A
portrait of Hart emerges as a Renaissance and endearing bon vivant conflicted by his homosexuality and
ultimately torn apart by alcoholism.
Nolan skillfully pulls together the chaotic details of Hart's remarkable life, beginning with his bohemian
upbringing in turn of the century Harlem. Here are his first ventures into show business, and the 24-year-old
Hart's first meeting with the 16-year-old Richard Rodgers. "Neither of us mentioned it," Rodgers later
recalled, "but we evidently knew we would work together, and I left Hart's house having acquired in one
afternoon a career, a best friend, and a source of permanent irritation." Nolan captures it all: the team's early
setbacks, the spectacular hour long standing ovation for their hit song, "Manhattan," the Hollywood years
(which inspired Hart to utter the undying line, "Just because you're paranoid doesn't mean the bastards aren't
out to get you"), and the unforgettable string of hit shows that included "On Your Toes," "The Boys from
Syracuse," and their masterpiece, "Pal Joey." But while success made Rodgers more confident, more
musically daring, and more disciplined, for Hart the rounds of parties, wisecracks, and most of all drinking
began to take more and more of a toll on his work. When Hart's unreliability forced Rodgers to reluctantly
seek out another lyricist, Oscar Hammerstein II, and their collaboration resulted in the unprecedented artistic
and commercial success of "Oklahoma," Hart never truly recovered.
Meticulously researched and rich with anecdotes that capture the excitement, the hilarity, the dizzying
heights, and the crushing lows of a life on Broadway, Lorenz Hart is the story of an American original.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Duval:

The book Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Lorenz Hart: A
Poet on Broadway? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Lorenz
Hart: A Poet on Broadway has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Blake Darden:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway book is readable by simply you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Lorenz Hart:
A Poet on Broadway content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lorraine Vargas:

The ability that you get from Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway is a more deep you digging the information
that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway instantly.

Joshua Hsu:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Lorenz Hart: A Poet on
Broadway that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick Lorenz Hart: A Poet on Broadway become your own starter.
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