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In an era when the global community is confronted with challenges posed by violent nonstate organizations--
from FARC in Colombia to the Taliban in Afghanistan--our understanding of the nature and emergence of
these groups takes on heightened importance. Julie Mazzei's timely study offers a comprehensive analysis of
the dynamics that facilitate the organization and mobilization of one of the most virulent types of these
organizations, paramilitary groups (PMGs).

Mazzei reconstructs in rich historical context the organization of PMGs in Colombia, El Salvador, and
Mexico, identifying the variables that together create a triad of factors enabling paramilitary emergence:
ambivalent state officials, powerful military personnel, and privileged members of the economic elite.
Nations embroiled in domestic conflicts often find themselves stuck between a rock and a hard place when
global demands for human rights contradict internal expectations and demands for political stability. Mazzei
elucidates the importance of such circumstances in the emergence of PMGs, exploring the roles played by
interests and policies at both the domestic and international levels. By offering an explanatory model of
paramilitary emergence, Mazzei provides a framework to facilitate more effective policy making aimed at
mitigating and undermining the political potency of these dangerous forces.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Death Squads or Self-
Defense Forces?: How Paramilitary Groups Emerge and Challenge Democracy in Latin America will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

James Marcus:

The feeling that you get from Death Squads or Self-Defense Forces?: How Paramilitary Groups Emerge and
Challenge Democracy in Latin America is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Death Squads or Self-Defense Forces?: How Paramilitary Groups Emerge and Challenge Democracy in
Latin America giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific Death Squads or Self-Defense Forces?: How Paramilitary Groups Emerge and Challenge
Democracy in Latin America instantly.

Donald Lombard:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Death
Squads or Self-Defense Forces?: How Paramilitary Groups Emerge and Challenge Democracy in Latin
America.

Lee Wing:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top



list in your reading list is usually Death Squads or Self-Defense Forces?: How Paramilitary Groups Emerge
and Challenge Democracy in Latin America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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