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*Includes pictures of important people and places.
*Comprehensively analyzes the history of the abolitionist movement and the 19th century politics in
America that brought about the Underground Railroad.
*Highlights famous individuals who helped the Underground Railroad, including Frederick Douglass and
Harriet Tubman.
*Includes a bibliography for further reading.

“I was the conductor of the Underground Railroad for eight years, and I can say what most conductors can't
say — I never ran my train off the track and I never lost a passenger.” - Harriet Tubman
The Underground Railroad is one of the most taught topics to young schoolchildren, and every American is
familiar with the idea of fugitive slaves escaping to Canada and the North with the help of determined
abolitionists and even former escaped slaves like Harriet Tubman. The secrecy involved in the Underground
Railroad made it one of the most mysterious aspects of the mid-19th century in America, to the extent that
claims spread that 100,000 slaves had escaped via the Underground Railroad. Of course, from a practical
standpoint, the Underground Railroad had to remain covert not only for the sake of thousands of slaves, but
for a small army of men and women of every race, religion and economic class who put themselves in peril
on an ongoing basis throughout the first half of the 19th century, and in the years leading up to the war.
Over 150 years later, that same secrecy has helped the Underground Railroad become so romanticized and
mythologized that people often visualize it in ways that were far different from reality. Before the American
Civil War eliminated slavery, it was a fixture in North America for over 200 years, and by 1850 a trained
slave was worth approximately $2,500, around 10 times the sum of a typical annual salary in that day. As a
result, the economic dependence on slavery in the South was an extreme one, and in the wake of the Fugitive
Slave Act, black people in the North were under constant pressure to defend their “credentials” to bounty
hunters and owners. Between the value of slaves in America, rising abolitionist sentiment at home and
overseas, and political debates promoting or hindering the movement toward equality, the era in which the
Underground Railroad operated cannot be easily fit into a concise body of principles, actions or geography.
Hilary Russell may have put it best in saying of the Underground Railroad that while “a powerful and
centralized system may not have existed but in legend, localized networks did.” Communication standards
over long distances being what they were in that century, she is most likely correct. The Underground
Railroad was neither a true railroad nor underground, and it was not a route but a network comprised of a
widespread conspiracy and social rebellion against present law. For the most part, people working on the
Underground Railroad tried to protect themselves by not knowing the full details of the routes they were
working on; instead, many people just played individual parts for the greater good.
The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of America’s Abolitionist Network comprehensively
examines the history of the Underground Railroad, explaining how it operated and who worked for it, as well
as the political history that made it necessary for escaped slaves. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about the Underground Railroad like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of
America's Greatest Abolitionist Network was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Underground Railroad:
The History and Legacy of America's Greatest Abolitionist Network is not only giving you more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship while using book The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of
America's Greatest Abolitionist Network. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

May Chapa:

The book The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of America's Greatest Abolitionist Network
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Emma Lavigne:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended to your account is The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of America's
Greatest Abolitionist Network this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Dorothy Saunders:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of America's Greatest
Abolitionist Network we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative
person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of America's



Greatest Abolitionist Network. You can more appealing than now.
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