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Any traditional theater has to engage the changing world to avoid becoming a living fossil. How has Beijing
opera ? a highly stylized theater with breath-taking acrobatics and martial arts, fabulous costumes and
striking makeup ? survived into the new millennium while coping with a century of great upheavals and
competition from new entertainment forms?

Li Ruru's The Soul of Beijing Opera answers that question, looking at the evolution of singing and
performance styles, make-up and costume, audience demands, as well as stage and street presentation modes
amid tumultuous social and political changes. Li's study follows a number of major artists' careers in
mainland China and Taiwan, drawing on extensive primary print sources as well as personal interviews with
performers and their cultural peers. One chapter focuses on the illustrious career of Li's own mother and how
she adapted to changes in Communist ideology. In addition, she explores how performers as social beings
have responded to conflicts between tradition and modernity, and between convention and innovation.
Through performers' negotiation and compromises, Beijing opera has undergone constant re-examination of
its inner artistic logic and adjusted to the demands of the external world.
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From reader reviews:

David Busby:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Soul of Beijing Opera: Theatrical Creativity and
Continuity in the Changing World.

Frank Johnson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be The Soul of Beijing Opera: Theatrical Creativity and Continuity in the Changing
World.

Clifford Stoner:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Soul of Beijing Opera: Theatrical Creativity and Continuity in the
Changing World why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Marian Buell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book The Soul
of Beijing Opera: Theatrical Creativity and Continuity in the Changing World. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read.
It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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