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What is the place of materiality—the expression or condition of physical substance—in our visual age of
rapidly changing materials and media? How is it fashioned in the arts or manifested in virtual forms? In
Surface, cultural critic and theorist Giuliana Bruno deftly explores these questions, seeking to understand
materiality in the contemporary world.
 
Arguing that materiality is not a question of the materials themselves but rather the substance of material
relations, Bruno investigates the space of those relations, examining how they appear on the surface of
different media—on film and video screens, in gallery installations, or on the skins of buildings and people.
The object of visual studies, she contends, goes well beyond the image and engages the surface as a place of
contact between people and art objects. As Bruno threads through these surface encounters, she unveils the
fabrics of the visual—the textural qualities of works of art, whether manifested on canvas, wall, or screen.
Illuminating the modern surface condition, she notes how façades are becoming virtual screens and the art of
projection is reinvented on gallery walls. She traverses the light spaces of artists Robert Irwin, James Turrell,
Tacita Dean, and Anthony McCall; touches on the textured surfaces of Isaac Julien’s and Wong Kar-wai’s
filmic screens; and travels across the surface materiality in the architectural practices of Diller Scofidio +
Renfro and Herzog & de Meuron to the art of Doris Salcedo and Rachel Whiteread, where the surface
tension of media becomes concrete. In performing these critical operations on the surface, she articulates it
as a site in which different forms of mediation, memory, and transformation can take place.
 
Surveying object relations across art, architecture, fashion, design, film, and new media, Surface is a
magisterial account of contemporary visual culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Media. Try to make
the book Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Media as your good friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jackie Sneller:

With other case, little persons like to read book Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Media. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Media. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Claudia Weidner:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality,
and Media is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Donald Oakes:

Typically the book Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Media will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and
Media is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.
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