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Oliver Black is a brilliant, acerbic humorist with David Sedaris’s eye for absurdity and Jenny Lawson’s
knack of unlocking the hilarious side of anxiety and depression. Irreverent and sometimes shocking, Shrunk
And Other Stories is a collection of achingly funny tales from the wilder shores of his frequently turbulent
life.

Covering, among other subjects, funeral arrangements, fad diets, funny pets, old age, and his encounters with
the upper classes, this caustic memoir is a joy to read.

A martyr to stress, Black casts a jaundiced eye over the woeful inadequacies of psychiatry and psychology as
he seeks help in shoring up his tenuous grip on sanity from a series of hopeless therapists and peddlers of
alternative medicine.

As ‘London’s leading hypochondriac’, he keeps a medical encyclopedia by his bed, has a Howard Hughes-
scale fear of germs, and is on first-name terms with Vera, his long-suffering doctor. With unflinching
honesty he catalogues his numerous complaints, ranging from aching testicles through tinnitus to,
horrifyingly and unforgettably, worms.

The fifty-something philosophy professor and former lawyer details his jaw-dropping adventures in the DIY
funeral business, a trade to which his wife ‘Fluffy’ - rarely has a pet name seemed less appropriate - takes
with unnerving enthusiasm.

We learn about the delights and otherwise of driving a black taxi as a private car, and of the considerable
talents of Black’s cat, Maud (his deep love for Maud notwithstanding, he is troubled by fantasies of boiling
her alive).

Along the way, there are surreal meditations upon the possibility of autistic dogs, humming noises as
preservers of life, and the anxiety occasioned by hiding one’s underpants beneath the floorboards.

This is a deliciously funny book by a major comic talent.

‘Shrunk is hilarious and unsettling by turns. “Black humour” now has a new meaning.’
-- Giles Fraser, The Guardian

‘Oliver Black’s tales of a turbulent life are frank, fearless and extremely funny. Our readers have
loved them.’
-- Niall Boyce, Editor, The Lancet Psychiatry



‘If you can already imagine a cross between Mr Pooter, Alan Bennett and Diogenes, then fair enough.
If not, you need this darkly hilarious book.’
-- Anthony Gottlieb, author of The Dream of Reason
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

The book Shrunk And Other Stories give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Shrunk And Other Stories for being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book Shrunk And
Other Stories. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Sarah Ford:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option
to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Shrunk And Other Stories can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Barbara Erickson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Shrunk And Other Stories that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Shrunk And Other Stories become your starter.

Yvonne Speight:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Shrunk And Other Stories can give you a lot of buddies
because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Shrunk And Other Stories.
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