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The Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine community was founded in 1910 by marion gurney, who
adopted the religious name Mother Marianne of Jesus. A graduate of Wellesley College and a convert to
Catholicism, Gurney had served as head resident at St. Rose's Settlement, the first Catholic settlement house
in New York City. She founded the Sisters of Christian Doctrine when other communities of women
religious appeared uninterested in a ministry of settlement work combined with religious education programs
for children attending public schools. The community established two settlement houses in New York City-
Madonna House on the Lower East Side in 1910, followed by Ave Maria House in the Bronx in 1930.
Alongside their classes in religious education and preparing children and adults to receive the sacraments,
the Sisters distributed food and clothing, operated a bread line, and helped their neighbors in emergencies. In
1940 Mother Marianne and the Sisters began their first major mission outside New York when they adapted
the model of the urban Catholic social settlement to rural South Carolina. They also served at a number of
parishes, including several in South Carolina and Florida, where they ministered to both black and white
Catholics.

In Neighbors and Missionaries, Margaret M. McGuinness, who was given full access to the archives of the
Sisters of Christian Doctrine, traces in fascinating detail the history of the congregation, from the inspiring
story of its founder and the community's mission to provide material and spiritual support to their Catholic
neighbors, to the changes and challenges of the latter half of the twentieth century. By 1960, settlement
houses had been replaced by other forms of social welfare, and the lives and work of American women
religious were undergoing a dramatic change. McGuinness explores how the Sisters of Christian Doctrine
were affected and how they adapted their own lives and work to reflect the transformations taking place in
the Church and society.

Neighbors and Missionaries examines a distinctive community of women religious whose primary focus was
neither teaching nor nursing/hospital administration. The choice of the Sisters of Christian Doctrine to live
among the poor and to serve where other communities were either unwilling or unable demonstrates that
women religious in the United States served in many different capacities as they contributed to the life and
work of the American Catholic Church.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of
Christian Doctrine.

Mark Hoffman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Neighbors and
Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Mikel Davis:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of
Our Lady of Christian Doctrine was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Neighbors and Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Sharon Hafer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Neighbors and
Missionaries: A History of the Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine.
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