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Unique among Western democracies in refusing to eradicate the death penalty, the United States has
attempted instead to reform and rationalize state death penalty practices through federal constitutional law.
Courting Death traces the unusual and distinctive history of top-down judicial regulation of capital
punishment under the Constitution and its unanticipated consequences for our time.

In the 1960s and 1970s, in the face of widespread abolition of the death penalty around the world, provisions
for capital punishment that had long fallen under the purview of the states were challenged in federal courts.
The U.S. Supreme Court intervened in two landmark decisions, first by constitutionally invalidating the
death penalty in Furman v. Georgia (1972) on the grounds that it was capricious and discriminatory,
followed four years later by restoring it in Gregg v. Georgia (1976). Since then, by neither retaining capital
punishment in unfettered form nor abolishing it outright, the Supreme Court has created a complex
regulatory apparatus that has brought executions in many states to a halt, while also failing to address the
problems that led the Court to intervene in the first place.

While execution chambers remain active in several states, constitutional regulation has contributed to the
death penalty’s new fragility. In the next decade or two, Carol Steiker and Jordan Steiker argue, the fate of
the American death penalty is likely to be sealed by this failed judicial experiment. Courting Death
illuminates both the promise and pitfalls of constitutional regulation of contentious social issues.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Rodriquez:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Courting Death: The Supreme
Court and Capital Punishment book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Donald Benson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Courting Death: The
Supreme Court and Capital Punishment suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Courting Death: The Supreme Court and Capital Punishmentis a single of
several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world
in this book.

Barry Altman:

The actual book Courting Death: The Supreme Court and Capital Punishment has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Harold Karr:

Beside this particular Courting Death: The Supreme Court and Capital Punishment in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Courting Death: The Supreme Court and Capital Punishment because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from currently!
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