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There is no question that European colonization introduced smallpox, measles, and other infectious diseases
to the Americas, causing considerable harm and death to indigenous peoples. But though these diseases were
devastating, their impact has been widely exaggerated. Warfare, enslavement, land expropriation, removals,
erasure of identity, and other factors undermined Native populations. These factors worked in a deadly cabal
with germs to cause epidemics, exacerbate mortality, and curtail population recovery.

Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America challenges the “virgin soil” hypothesis that was used
for decades to explain the decimation of the indigenous people of North America. This hypothesis argues
that the massive depopulation of the New World was caused primarily by diseases brought by European
colonists that infected Native populations lacking immunity to foreign pathogens. In Beyond Germs,
contributors expertly argue that blaming germs lets Europeans off the hook for the enormous number of
Native American deaths that occurred after 1492.

Archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians come together in this cutting-edge volume to report a wide
variety of other factors in the decline in the indigenous population, including genocide, forced labor, and
population dislocation. These factors led to what the editors describe in their introduction as “systemic
structural violence” on the Native populations of North America.

While we may never know the full extent of Native depopulation during the colonial period because the
evidence available for indigenous communities is notoriously slim and problematic, what is certain is that a
generation of scholars has significantly overemphasized disease as the cause of depopulation and has
downplayed the active role of Europeans in inciting wars, destroying livelihoods, and erasing identities.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Worm:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind
Studies in Archaeology). Try to make the book Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America
(Amerind Studies in Archaeology) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Hazel Freese:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Beyond Germs: Native
Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology). All type of book can you see on many
options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jack Harbin:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Beyond Germs: Native
Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology).

Jeremy Bedford:

You can get this Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology)
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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