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From the author of the bestselling The Professor and the Madman comes the fascinating story of William
Smith, the orphaned son of an English country blacksmith, who became obsessed with creating the world's
first geological map and ultimately became the father of modern geology.
In 1793 William Smith, a canal digger, made a startling discovery that was to turn the fledgling science of
the history of the earth -- and a central plank of established Christian religion -- on its head. He noticed that
the rocks he was excavating were arranged in layers; more important, he could see quite clearly that the
fossils found in one layer were very different from those found in another. And out of that realization came
an epiphany: that by following the fossils, one could trace layers of rocks as they dipped and rose and fell --
clear across England and, indeed, clear across the world. Determined to publish his profoundly important
discovery by creating a map that would display the hidden underside of England, he spent twenty years
traveling the length and breadth of the kingdom by stagecoach and on foot, studying rock outcrops and
fossils, piecing together the image of this unseen universe.
In 1815 he published his epochal and remarkably beautiful hand-painted map, more than eight feet tall and
six feet wide. But four years after its triumphant publication, and with his young wife going steadily mad to
the point of nymphomania, Smith ended up in debtors' prison, a victim of plagiarism, swindled out of his
recognition and his profits. He left London for the north of England and remained homeless for ten long
years as he searched for work. It wasn't until 1831, when his employer, a sympathetic nobleman, brought
him into contact with the Geological Society of London -- which had earlier denied him a fellowship -- that
at last this quiet genius was showered with the honors long overdue him. He was summoned south to receive
the society's highest award, and King William IV offered him a lifetime pension.
The Map That Changed the World is, at its foundation, a very human tale of endurance and achievement, of
one man's dedication in the face of ruin and homelessness. The world's coal and oil industry, its gold mining,
its highway systems, and its railroad routes were all derived entirely from the creation of Smith's first map.;
and with a keen eye and thoughtful detail, Simon Winchester unfolds the poignant sacrifice behind this
world-changing discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The
Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Jordan Moore:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Map That Changed the World:
William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Betty Williams:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top list
in your reading list will be The Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern
Geology. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Donald Sigman:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Map That Changed the World: William Smith
and the Birth of Modern Geology can make you really feel more interested to read.
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