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How did acting begin? What is its history, and what have the great thinkers on acting said about the art and
craft of performance? In this single-volume survey of the history of acting, Jean Benedetti traces the
evolution of the theories of the actor's craft drawing extensively on extracts from key texts, many of which
are unavailable for the student today. Beginning with the classical conceptions of acting as rhetoric and
oratory, as exemplified in the writing of Aristotle, Cicero and others, The Art of the Actor progresses to
examine ideas of acting in Shakespeare's time right through to the present day. Along the way, Benedetti
considers the contribution and theories of key figures such as Diderot, Stanislavski, Meyerhold, Brecht,
Artaud and Grotowski, providing a clear and concise explanation of their work illustrated by extracts and
summaries of their writings. Some source materials appear in the volume for the first time in English.

The Art of the Actor will be the essential history of acting for all students and actors interested in the great
tradition of performance, both as craft and as art.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Heisler:

This The Art of the Actor are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason of this The Art of the Actor can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Art of the Actor forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Frances Lockhart:

The book The Art of the Actor has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Erica Futch:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
actually The Art of the Actor.

Debra Brunette:

Beside this particular The Art of the Actor in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Art of the Actor because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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