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At the start of the civil war, most young fighter officers joined the rebels (Nationalists). It was the high
ranking officers, grupo or escuadrilla commanders, and the NCOs, sergeants and corporals who remained
loyal to the government. The obsolete Nieuport Ni.52s and the three rare Hawker Furies were soon outpaced
by the opposing more modern Fiat CR.32s and Heinkel He 51s. However, at this early stage of the war, there
were several Republican airmen who became aces and famous in the process, despite the small numbers of
enemy aircraft shot down. Subsequently, a relative handful ex-French Dewoitine D.372 and Loire Nieuport
46 fighters flown by foreign mercenaries and Spanish pilots managed to turn the aerial balance in favour of
the Republicans. With the arrival of the Soviet Polikarpov I-15 Chato and I-16 Mosca fighters, the
Republicans consolidated this superiority, but most of the fighter pilots flying these modern types were
Soviet. Some Spaniards started to fly Chatos from February 1937 with the establishment of the first two
Spanish I-15 escuadrillas, commanded by capitanes García Lacalle and Alonso Santamaría respectively.
They made their debut in the battles of the Jarama and Guadalajara. In the north, by the spring and summer
of 1937 most Chato pilots were now Spanish. During the battle of Brunete, in July 1937, the first pilots
trained in the USSR to fly the fast I-16 Mosca monoplanes arrived in Spain, and they quickly began to take a
toll of enemy aircraft. Widely speaking, the Republican military aviation did not keep an exhaustive record
of individual shooting claims. However, sufficient documentation exists to make a reasonable assumption as
to which pilots fall into the ace category. This volume details the exploits of those pilots, complimenting
previous works in the Osprey Aircraft of the Aces series on Nationalist CR.32 Aces and Polikarpov I-15, I-
16 and I-152 Aces.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo McDaniel:

The actual book Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) will bring someone to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Nathan Osborne:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Douglas Elem:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the
Aces), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Judith Bowman:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Spanish Republican Aces (Aircraft of the Aces). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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