
History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of
Feminism

Judith M. Bennett

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0812220048
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0812220048
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0812220048


History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism

Judith M. Bennett

History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism Judith M. Bennett

Written for everyone interested in women's and gender history, History Matters reaffirms the importance to
feminist theory and activism of long-term historical perspectives. Judith M. Bennett, who has been
commenting on developments in women's and gender history since the 1980s, argues that the achievement of
a more feminist future relies on a rich, plausible, and well-informed knowledge of the past, and she asks her
readers to consider what sorts of feminist history can best advance the struggles of the twenty-first century.

Bennett takes as her central problem the growing chasm between feminism and history. Closely allied in the
1970s, each has now moved away from the other. Seeking to narrow this gap, Bennett proposes that feminist
historians turn their attention to the intellectual challenges posed by the persistence of patriarchy. She posits
a "patriarchal equilibrium" whereby, despite many changes in women's experiences over past centuries,
women's status vis-à-vis that of men has remained remarkably unchanged. Although, for example, women
today find employment in occupations unimaginable to medieval women, medieval and modern women have
both encountered the same wage gap, earning on average only three-fourths of the wages earned by men.
Bennett argues that the theoretical challenge posed by this patriarchal equilibrium will be best met by long-
term historical perspectives that reach back well before the modern era. In chapters focused on women's
work and lesbian sexuality, Bennett demonstrates the contemporary relevance of the distant past to feminist
theory and politics. She concludes with a chapter that adds a new twist—the challenges of textbooks and
classrooms—to viewing women's history from a distance and with feminist intent.

A new manifesto, History Matters engages forthrightly with the challenges faced by feminist historians
today. It argues for the radical potential of a history that is focused on feminist issues, aware of the distant
past, attentive to continuities over time, and alert to the workings of patriarchal power.
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From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

The ability that you get from History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism is the more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that History Matters: Patriarchy and the
Challenge of Feminism instantly.

Leona Ferretti:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take History Matters: Patriarchy and the
Challenge of Feminism as the daily resource information.

Luann Bowen:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this History
Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism.

Jeffry Yanez:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this History Matters: Patriarchy and the Challenge of Feminism can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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