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In a book that radically challenges conventional understandings of the dynamics of cultural imperialism,
Shaden M. Tageldin unravels the complex relationship between translation and seduction in the colonial
context. She examines the afterlives of two occupations of Egypt—by the French in 1798 and by the British
in 1882—in a rich comparative analysis of acts, fictions, and theories that translated the European into the
Egyptian, the Arab, or the Muslim. Tageldin finds that the encounter with European Orientalism often
invited colonized Egyptians to imagine themselves "equal" to or even "masters" of their colonizers, and thus,
paradoxically, to translate themselves toward—virtually into—the European. Moving beyond the
domination/resistance binary that continues to govern understandings of colonial history, Tageldin redefines
cultural imperialism as a politics of translational seduction, a politics that lures the colonized to seek power
through empire rather than against it, thereby repressing its inherent inequalities. She considers, among
others, the interplays of Napoleon and Hasan al-'Attar; Rifa'a al-Tahtawi, Silvestre de Sacy, and Joseph
Agoub; Cromer, 'Ali Mubarak, Muhammad al-Siba'i, and Thomas Carlyle; Ibrahim 'Abd al-Qadir al-Mazini,
Muhammad Husayn Haykal, and Ahmad Hasan al-Zayyat; and Salama Musa, G. Elliot Smith, Naguib
Mahfouz, and Lawrence Durrell. In conversation with new work on translation, comparative literature,
imperialism, and nationalism, Tageldin engages postcolonial and poststructuralist theorists from Frantz
Fanon, Edward Said, and Gayatri Spivak to Jean Baudrillard, Walter Benjamin, Emile Benveniste, and
Jacques Derrida.
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From reader reviews:

Debera Jessie:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Disarming Words: Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt
(FlashPoints) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Disarming Words: Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt
(FlashPoints) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Disarming Words:
Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt (FlashPoints) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Wanda Riddle:

The knowledge that you get from Disarming Words: Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt
(FlashPoints) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Disarming Words:
Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt (FlashPoints) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this Disarming Words: Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt
(FlashPoints) instantly.

Kent Moore:

This Disarming Words: Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt (FlashPoints) are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Disarming Words: Empire and the
Seductions of Translation in Egypt (FlashPoints) can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Disarming Words: Empire and the Seductions of
Translation in Egypt (FlashPoints) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Walter Burchett:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been



exactly added. This reserve Disarming Words: Empire and the Seductions of Translation in Egypt
(FlashPoints) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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