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A revised and expanded edition of Monique Lévi-Strauss's classic 1987 book on French cashmere
shawls with superb photographs and a wealth of archive material

The delicate beauty of the cashmere shawl was first brought to Europe by the East India Companies and
Napoleon's campaigns. Woven in Kashmir, its fabric was so light that, according to legend, a whole shawl
could be passed through a finger ring. Exquisite and expensive, by the nineteenth century these shawls were
highly sought-after in France; enterprising French manufacturers soon saw that there was a market for more
accessibly priced versions and started to create their own.

Here is the story of French cashmere shawls of the nineteenth century. At first, the shawl-makers strove to
imitate the traditional hand-made designs using modern techniques of mass production, but then they began
to explore and innovate. As weaving technology evolved, motifs grew increasingly complex, expanding from
the decorative borders and extending across the whole surface of the shawl and filling it with jewel-like
colors. 298 illustrations, 268 in color
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Sisk:

The book Cashmere: A French Passion 1800-1880 can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Cashmere: A
French Passion 1800-1880? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Cashmere:
A French Passion 1800-1880 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Vera Gates:

This book untitled Cashmere: A French Passion 1800-1880 to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Marie Forrest:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Cashmere: A French Passion 1800-
1880 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you can pick Cashmere: A French Passion 1800-1880 become your starter.

Willa Killeen:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Cashmere: A French Passion 1800-1880 provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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