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During two terrifying days and nights in early September 1941, the lives of nearly two thousand men,
women, and children were taken savagely by their neighbors in Kulen Vakuf, a small rural community
straddling today's border between northwest Bosnia and Croatia. This frenzy—in which victims were
butchered with farm tools, drowned in rivers, and thrown into deep vertical caves—was the culmination of a
chain of local massacres that began earlier in the summer. In Violence as a Generative Force, Max Bergholz
tells the story of the sudden and perplexing descent of this once peaceful multiethnic community into
extreme violence. This deeply researched microhistory provides provocative insights to questions of global
significance: What causes intercommunal violence? How does such violence between neighbors affect their
identities and relations?

Contrary to a widely held view that sees nationalism leading to violence, Bergholz reveals how the upheavals
wrought by local killing actually created dramatically new perceptions of ethnicity—of oneself, supposed
"brothers," and those perceived as "others." As a consequence, the violence forged new communities, new
forms and configurations of power, and new practices of nationalism. The history of this community was
marked by an unexpected explosion of locally executed violence by the few, which functioned as a
generative force in transforming the identities, relations, and lives of the many. The story of this largely
unknown Balkan community in 1941 provides a powerful means through which to rethink fundamental
assumptions about the interrelationships among ethnicity, nationalism, and violence, both during World War
II and more broadly throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Violence as a Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a
Balkan Community book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer of Violence as a Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a
Balkan Community content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Violence as a
Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a Balkan Community is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Ruth McMillian:

This Violence as a Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a Balkan Community are
generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Violence as a
Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a Balkan Community can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Violence as a
Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a Balkan Community forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Cornelius Ryerson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be examine.
Violence as a Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a Balkan Community can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Carlton Wood:

This Violence as a Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a Balkan Community is brand
new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this Violence as a Generative Force: Identity, Nationalism, and Memory in a Balkan Community can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book



contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.
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