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It has been said that the difference between and language and a dialect is that a language is a dialect with an
army. Both the act of translation and bilingualism are steeped in a tension between surrender and conquest,
yielding conscious and unconscious effects on language. First published in 2002, Abdelfattah Kilito's Thou
Shall Not Speak My Language explores this tension in his address of the dynamics of literary influence and
canon formation within the Arabic literary tradition. As one of the Arab world's most original and
provocative literary critics, Kilito challenges the reader to reexamine contemporary notions of translation,
bilingualism, postcoloniality, and the discipline of comparative literature. Wail S. Hassan's superb translation
makes Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language available to an English audience for the first time, capturing the
charm and elegance of the original in a chaste and seemingly effortless style.
At the center of Kilito's work, is his insistence on the ethics of translation. He explores the effects of
translation on the genres of poetry, narrative prose, and philosophy. Kilito highlights the problem of cultural
translation as an interpretive process, and as an essential element of comparative literary studies. In close
readings of al-Jahiz, Ibn Rushd, al-Saffar, and al-Shidyaq, among others, he traces the shifts in attitude
toward language and translation from the centuries of Arab cultural ascendancy to the contemporary period,
interrogating along the way how the dynamics of power mediate literary encounters across cultural,
linguistic, and political lines.
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From reader reviews:

John Valdez:

The book Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language (Middle East Literature in Translation ) gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language (Middle East Literature in Translation ) for being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a guide Thou Shalt Not Speak My
Language (Middle East Literature in Translation ). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Hibner:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language (Middle East Literature in Translation ), you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

Brian Register:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language (Middle East
Literature in Translation ) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jeri McKeen:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language (Middle East Literature in Translation ) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just



choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book
Thou Shalt Not Speak My Language (Middle East Literature in Translation ). You can more inviting than
now.
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