
Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was
Wilkie Collins

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=069103446X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=069103446X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=069103446X


Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was

Wilkie Collins

Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was Wilkie Collins

Written 150 years ago, never published, and presumed lost for nearly a century, Wilkie Collins's earliest
novel now appears in print for the first time. Ioláni is a sensational romance--a tale of terror and suspense,
bravery and betrayal, set against the lush backdrop of Tahiti. The book's complicated history is worthy of a
writer famous for intricate plots hinging on long-kept secrets. Collins wrote the book as a young man in the
early 1840s, twenty years before The Moonstone and The Woman in White made his name among Victorian
novelists. He failed to find a publisher for the work, shelved the manuscript for years, and eventually gave it
to an acquaintance. It disappeared into the hands of private collectors and remained there--acquiring mythical
status as a lost novel--from the turn of the century until its sudden appearance on the rare book market in
New York in 1991. This first edition appears with the permission of the new owners, who keep the mystery
alive by remaining anonymous.

The novel is set in Tahiti prior to European contact. It tells the story of the diabolical high priest, Ioláni , and
the heroic young woman, Idüa, who bears his child. Determined to defy the Tahitian custom of killing
firstborn children, Idüa and her friend Aimáta flee with the baby and take refuge among Ioláni's enemies.
The vengeful priest pursues them, setting into motion a plot that features civil war, sorcery, sacrificial rites,
wild madmen, treachery, and love. Collins explores themes that he would return to again and again in his
career: oppression by sinister, patriarchal figures; the bravery of forceful, unorthodox women; the
psychology of the criminal mind; the hypocrisy of moralists; and Victorian ideas of the exotic. As Ira Nadel
shows in his introduction, the novel casts new light on Collins's development as a writer and on the creation
of his later masterpieces. A sample page from the manuscript appears as the frontispiece to this edition. The
publication of Ioláni is a major literary event: a century and half late, Wilkie Collins makes his literary debut.

Originally published in 1999.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

David Nester:

Here thing why this particular Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no book that similar with Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was in e-book can be your
substitute.

Becky Pope:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you buy
it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen in
you if you take Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was as your daily resource information.

Darlene Heckart:

The particular book Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Henry Jones:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Iolani; or, Tahiti as It Was can make you sense more interested to read.
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