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Throughout the twelve essays that appear in Ex Oriente Lex, Raymond Westbrook convincingly argues that
the influence of Mesopotamian legal traditions and thought did not stop at the shores of the Mediterranean,
but rather had a profound impact on the early laws and legal developments of Greece and Rome as well. He
presents readers with tantalizing fragments of early Greek or archaic Roman law which, when placed in the
context of the broader Near Eastern tradition, suddenly acquire unexpected new meanings.

Before his untimely death in July 2009, Westbrook was regarded as one of the world’s leading authorities on
ancient legal history. Although his main field was ancient Near Eastern law, he also made important
contributions to the study of early Greek and Roman law. In his examination of the relationship between
ancient Near Eastern and pre-classical Greek and Roman law, Westbrook sought to demonstrate that the
connection between the two legal spheres was not merely theoretical but also concrete. The Near Eastern
legal heritage had practical consequences that help us understand puzzling individual cases in the Greek and
Roman traditions. His essays provide rich material for further reflection and interdisciplinary discussion
about compelling similarities between legal cultures and the continuity of legal traditions over several
millennia.

Aimed at classicists and ancient historians, as well as biblicists, Egyptologists, Assyriologists, and legal
historians, this volume gathers many of Westbrook’s most important essays on the legal aspects of Near
Eastern cultural influences on the Greco-Roman world, including one new, never-before-published piece. A
preface by editors Deborah Lyons and Kurt Raaflaub details the importance of Westbrook’s work for the
field of classics, while Sophie Démare-Lafont’s incisive introduction places Westbrook’s ideas within the
wider context of ancient law.
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From reader reviews:

Maryann Goldberg:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Ex Oriente Lex: Near
Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient
Greek and Roman Lawis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Robert Polk:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law.

Kelly Jackson:

Exactly why? Because this Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Kimberly Morris:

Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Ex Oriente Lex: Near Eastern Influences on Ancient Greek and Roman Law yet



doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.
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