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'Civilization and War is an exceptionally erudite and timely meditation on the close relationship between
civilization, progress and war in modern political thought and policy from the Enlightenment to the war on
terror. It is a fitting complement to Dr. Bowden's path-breaking study, The Empire of Civilization (2009).'
- James Tully, University of Victoria, Canada

'Civilization and War addresses a concern of all thinking persons in elegant language with erudition to
match. Bowden's readers will profit by stretching their minds, learn much to mull over and discuss with their
friends.'
- William H. McNeill, University of Chicago, US

'A lucid, wide-ranging and fascinating discussion of how 'civilization' has given rise to ideals of peace and
progress and is - perhaps inescapably - prone to technologically-advanced, destructive warfare.'
- Andrew Linklater, Aberystwyth University, UK

'Bowden clearly identi?es the constellation of concepts that coalesce around civilization and war. . . The
paradox of civilization and war at the heart of this book is not a new discovery, but it is an important one.
Simply stated, it notes that as civilization has grown so has war-making such that these two go and grow
together. The paradoxical nature of this relationship, of growing civilization leading to an increase in
militarization and con?icts, is a sharp contrast to the rhetoric of peace that emerges from liberal democratic
states. Identifying this contrast is important, and Bowden does this very well.'
- Mark Erickson, European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology

'Following his award-winning The Empire of Civilization, Brett Bowden's Civilization and War is a much-
needed corrective to Kantian hopes for cosmopolitan governance. Short as it may be, this is an eminently
readable book that rightfully poses uncomfortable questions with regard to the inextricable link between
'civilization' and 'barbarism.' It is also a reminder, however, to political realists to take the ethical questions
of armed conflict more seriously. Such violence is overcome less by normative moral frameworks than by the
actual practices of migration and cooperation as much as by exchanges of goods and ideas.'
- Christian Emden, Rice University, US

Civilization and war were born around the same time in roughly the same place - they have effectively
grown up together. This challenges the belief that the more civilized we become, the less likely the resort to
war in order to resolve differences and disputes. The related assumption that civilized societies are more
likely to abide by the rules of war is also in dispute. Where does terrorism fit into debates about civilized and
savage war? What are we to make of talk about an impending 'clash of civilizations'? In a succinct yet wide
ranging survey of history and of ideas that calls in to question a number of conventional wisdoms,
Civilization and War explores these issues and more whilst outlining the two-way relationship between
civilization and war.

Providing an alternative perspective to conventional thinking, this book will appeal to a wide
interdisciplinary audience across all regions of the globe. The material is both original and highly topical and
is written in a sharp, snappy style that makes it accessible to a wide readership, including upper-level
undergraduates, postgraduates, academic specialists and informed general readers. Civilization and War
makes important contributions to the fields of international relations, peace and conflict studies, political



theory and the history of ideas, and will be of interest to people with a curiosity about world history and
current affairs.
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Civilization and War. You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Civilization and War. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Courtney Cook:

This book untitled Civilization and War to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Jose Suh:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Civilization and War.

Scott Tucker:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Civilization and War that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Civilization and War become
your personal starter.
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