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Connects the American exceptionalist ethos to the violence in Vietnam and the Middle East.

In American Exceptionalism in the Age of Globalization, William V. Spanos explores three
writers—Graham Greene, Philip Caputo, and Tim O’Brien—whose work devastatingly critiques the U.S.
intervention in Vietnam and exposes the brutality of the Vietnam War. Utilizing poststructuralist theory,
particularly that of Heidegger, Althusser, Foucault, and Said, Spanos argues that the Vietnam War disclosed
the dark underside of the American exceptionalist ethos and, in so doing, speaks directly to America’s war
on terror in the aftermath of 9/11. To support this argument, Spanos undertakes close readings of Greene’s
The Quiet American, Caputo’s A Rumor of War, and O’Brien’s Going After Cacciato, all of which bear
witness to the self-destruction of American exceptionalism. Spanos retrieves the spectral witness that has
been suppressed since the war, but that now, in the wake of the quagmire in Iraq, has returned to haunt
America’s post-9/11 “project for the new American century.”

William V. Spanos is Distinguished Professor of English at Binghamton University, State University of New
York. He is the author of many books, including America’s Shadow: An Anatomy of Empire and Heidegger
and Criticism: Retrieving the Cultural Politics of Destruction.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Thomas:

The experience that you get from American Exceptionalism in the Age of Globalization: The Specter of
Vietnam could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but American Exceptionalism in
the Age of Globalization: The Specter of Vietnam giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this kind of American Exceptionalism in the Age of Globalization: The Specter of Vietnam
instantly.

Evelyn Nielson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them
is this American Exceptionalism in the Age of Globalization: The Specter of Vietnam.

Noah Giles:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping American
Exceptionalism in the Age of Globalization: The Specter of Vietnam that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick American Exceptionalism in
the Age of Globalization: The Specter of Vietnam become your current starter.

Della Francis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to you personally is American Exceptionalism in the Age of Globalization: The Specter of
Vietnam this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.
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