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How can we account, in a rigorous way, for alchemy's ubiquity? We think of alchemy as the transformation
of a base material (usually lead) into gold, but "alchemy" is a word in wide circulation in everyday life, often
called upon to fulfill a metaphoric duty as the magical transformation of materials. Almost every culture and
time has had some form of alchemy. This book looks at alchemy, not at any one particular instance along the
historical timeline, not as a practice or theory, not as a mode of redemption, but as a theoretical problem,
linked to real gold and real production in the world. What emerges as the least common denominator or
"intensive property" of alchemy is ambivalence, the impossible and paradoxical coexistence of two
incompatible elements. Alchemical Mercury moves from antiquity, through the golden age of alchemy in the
Dutch seventeenth century, to conceptual art, to alternative fuels, stopping to think with writers such as
Dante, Goethe, Hoffmann, the Grimm Brothers, George Eliot, and Marx. Eclectic and wide-ranging, this is
the first study to consider alchemy in relation to literary and visual theory in a comprehensive way.
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From reader reviews:

Clair Lemanski:

This book untitled Alchemical Mercury: A Theory of Ambivalence to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Phillip Vargas:

The reason? Because this Alchemical Mercury: A Theory of Ambivalence is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Angela Latham:

This Alchemical Mercury: A Theory of Ambivalence is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Alchemical Mercury: A Theory of Ambivalence in your hand like having the world in your arm, info
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Yong Dickerson:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Alchemical Mercury: A Theory of
Ambivalence to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion
about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book Alchemical Mercury: A Theory of Ambivalence can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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