
African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative
Process in Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick

Sterling Stuckey

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0199768560
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0199768560
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0199768560


African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in
Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick

Sterling Stuckey

African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick Sterling
Stuckey
Although Herman Melville's masterworks Moby-Dick  and Benito Cereno have long been the subject of
vigorous scholarly examination, the impact of African culture on these works has received surprisingly little
critical attention. Presenting a groundbreaking reappraisal of these two powerful pieces of fiction, Sterling
Stuckey reveals how African customs and rituals heavily influenced one of America's greatest novelists.

The Melville that emerges in this innovative, intertextual study is one profoundly shaped by the vibrant
African-influenced music and dance culture of nineteenth-century America. Drawing on extensive research,
Stuckey reveals how celebrations of African culture by black Americans, such as the Pinkster festival and the
Ring Shout dance form, permeated Melville's environs during his formative years and found their way into
his finest fiction. Also demonstrated is the extent to which the author of Moby-Dick is indebted to Frederick
Douglass's depiction of music, especially the blues, in his classic slave narrative. Connections between
Melville's work and African culture are also extended beyond America to the African continent itself. With
readings of hitherto unexplored chapters in Delano's Voyages and Travels in the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres and other nonfiction sources--such as Joseph Dupuis's Journal of a Residence in Ashantee --
Stuckey links Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick , pinpointing the sources from which Melville drew to fashion
major characters that appear aboard both the Pequod and the San Dominick .

Combining inventive literary and historical analysis, Stuckey shows how myriad aspects of African culture
coalesced to create the unique vision conveyed in Moby-Dick and Benito Cereno. Ultimately, African
Culture and Melville's Art provides a wealth of insight into the novelist's expressive power and the
development of his distinct cross-cultural aesthetic.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Cox:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito
Cereno and Moby-Dick. Try to face the book African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in
Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Raymond Custer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called African Culture
and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Alfred Cox:

African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito Cereno and
Moby-Dick yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.

Mary Mohammad:

Beside this specific African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in Benito Cereno and Moby-
Dick in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have African Culture and Melville's Art: The Creative Process in
Benito Cereno and Moby-Dick because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to



miss that? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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