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Sima Qian's vast Records of the Historian is the first comprehensive history of China and has exerted an
immense influence both upon our understanding of the Chinese past and also upon the style and structure of
subsequent Chinese historiography. In addition to his contribution as a historian, Sima Qian is a highly
significant literary figure whose writings are among the most elegant and powerful from the ancient world.
Durrant's study approaches Sima Qian's work from a literary perspective and demonstrates the relationship
between Sima's narrative of the past and his narrative of his own life. That life was a fascinating and
complex one. Enjoined by his father to complete a comprehensive history of China, Sima Qian subsequently
offended the great Emperor Wu and was sentenced to castration. Rather than take the "noble path" of suicide,
he suffered this traumatic punishment and lived on to fulfill his father's injunction-but not without emotional
scars, scars that influenced his portrayal of the Chinese past. In fact, the great Han historian's account of the
Chinese past, this study argues, is as much his story as it is history.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

Here thing why this specific The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny
Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The
Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy &
Culture) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
guide that similar with The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series,
Chinese Philosophy & Culture). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings
of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) in e-book can be your alternate.

Audrey Rivas:

This book untitled The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series,
Chinese Philosophy & Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you
to past this book from your list.

James Brady:

You may get this The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series,
Chinese Philosophy & Culture) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Pilar Porter:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Cloudy Mirror: Tension and
Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) to make your current
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to



be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The
Cloudy Mirror: Tension and Conflict in the Writings of Sima Qian (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy &
Culture) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
that time.
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