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Historians often regard the police as a modern development, and indeed, many pre-modern societies had no
such institution. Most recent scholarship has claimed that Roman society relied on kinship networks or
community self-regulation as a means of conflict resolution and social control. This model, according to
Christopher Fuhrmann, fails to properly account for the imperial-era evidence, which argues in fact for an
expansion of state-sponsored policing activities in the first three centuries of the Common Era. Drawing on a
wide variety of source material--from art, archaeology, administrative documents, Egyptian papyri, laws,
Jewish and Christian religious texts, and ancient narratives--Policing the Roman Empire provides a
comprehensive overview of Roman imperial policing practices with chapters devoted to fugitive slave
hunting, the pivotal role of Augustus, the expansion of policing under his successors, and communities
lacking soldier-police that were forced to rely on self-help or civilian police.

Rather than merely cataloguing references to police, this study sets policing in the broader context of Roman
attitudes towards power, public order, and administration. Fuhrmann argues that a broad range of groups
understood the potential value of police, from the emperors to the peasantry. Years of different police
initiatives coalesced into an uneven patchwork of police institutions that were not always coordinated,
effective, or upright. But the end result was a new means by which the Roman state--more ambitious than
often supposed--could seek to control the lives of its subjects, as in the imperial persecutions of Christians.

The first synoptic analysis of Roman policing in over a hundred years, and the first ever in English, Policing
the Roman Empire will be of great interest to scholars and students of classics, history, law, and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Shelby:

The book Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like
a book Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order? A number of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration,
and Public Order has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sunny Weaver:

Often the book Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order will bring someone
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Policing the Roman Empire:
Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Christopher Hendrick:

The book untitled Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy
to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go
through.

Guadalupe McCoy:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration,
and Public Order can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Policing the
Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order.
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