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In this innovative theoretical book, Elizabeth Kier uses a cultural approach to take issue with the
conventional wisdom that military organizations inherently prefer offensive doctrines. Kier argues instead
that a military's culture affects its choices between offensive and defensive military doctrines. Drawing on
organizational theory, she demonstrates that military organizations differ in their worldview and the proper
conduct of their mission. It is this organizational culture that shapes how the military responds to constraints,
such as terms of conscription set by civilian policymakers.

In richly detailed case studies, Kier examines doctrinal developments in France and Great Britain during the
interwar period. She tests her cultural argument against the two most powerful alternative explanations and
illustrates that neither the functional needs of military organizations nor the structural demands of the
international system can explain doctrinal choice. She also reveals as a myth the argument that the lessons of
World War I explain the defensive doctrines in World War II. Imagining War addresses two important
debates. It tackles a central debate in security studies: the origins of military doctrine. And by showing the
power of a cultural approach, it offers an alternative to the prevailing rationalist explanations of international
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Imagining War as the daily resource information.

Kevin Strickland:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Imagining War can be great book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Robert Hicks:

Beside this specific Imagining War in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Imagining
War because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book and read it from right now!

Sarah Petty:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Imagining War can make you experience more
interested to read.
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