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America’s attitudes toward drinking can be traced back to the early settlers who colonized this country.
Colonial Americans believed that the use of alcohol was an acceptable, even essential part of life. The tavern
was the focal point for business, political, social and community activities. Some historians refer to colonial
times as the “wettest” period in American history. Everybody drank - men, women and children.

Colonial America had no laws restricting children from drinking alcohol. Prior to 1700, the use of alcohol
was primarily a family-controlled activity. The family meal included beer and wine, and boys as young as 12
drank in taverns. Fathers taught their sons to drink and were proud when they participated in this “manly”
activity. Colonial America did not have a great concern about alcohol abuse or “underage drinking.”

In the 1700s, American drinking patterns changed dramatically, creating sanctions regarding the use of
alcohol. Large numbers of unmarried men immigrated to America during the period when distilled spirits
such as whiskey became the dominant drink. Public drunkenness and wild destructive behavior were
common. Citizens grew concerned about the abuse of alcohol and the threats it posed. The American
“temperance movement” was initiated to combat the excessive consumption of alcohol.

For nearly two centuries, the temperance movement has influenced American attitudes toward all forms of
alcohol. Its philosophy and approach has shifted from reliance on moral persuasion against drunkenness to
legal enforcement of all alcohol use. Various states prohibited the manufacture, distribution and sale of
alcoholic beverages in the 1850s, 1880s and early 1900s. A national “Prohibition Amendment” went into
effect in 1919 and remained in effect until its repeal in 1933. More recently, the legal age for drinking has
risen. The relationships between age and alcohol use has become a major social and political concern.

Underage drinking poses many problems for contemporary America. The relationship between underage
drinking and driving is probably the most current and visible danger. Every year, thousands of underage
drinkers are involved in traffic accidents. Many underage drinkers are injured or killed (and injure and kill
other people) because they drive while intoxicated. The United States Department of Transportation consider
underage drinking one of the greatest hazards in contemporary society.

Perhaps the greatest hazard of underage drinking involves the effects of alcohol on children. Alcohol is the
drug most commonly used by children and is addictive. Its physical effects can damage body organs and
even cause death from overdose. Alcohol abuse can cause emotional, behavioral and social problems that can
seriously impair a child’s abilities and potential. Family life can be devastated.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

This book untitled Under-Age Drinking to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this guide from your list.

Juan Crowe:

Under-Age Drinking can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Under-Age Drinking yet doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Donna Davis:

Beside this specific Under-Age Drinking in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Under-Age
Drinking because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!

Edward White:

This Under-Age Drinking is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this Under-Age Drinking can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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