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Soldier, courtier, author, entertainer, and amateur spy, Thomas Churchyard (c.1529-1604) saw action in most
of the principal Tudor theatres of war, was a servant to five monarchs, and had a literary career spanning
over half a century during which time he produced over fifty different works in a variety of forms and
genres. Churchyard's struggles to subsist as an author and soldier provides an unrivalled opportunity to
examine the self-promotional strategies employed by an individual who attempts to make a living from both
writing and fighting, and who experiments throughout his life with ways in which the arts of the pen and
sword may be reconciled and aligned. Drawing on extensive archival and literary sources, Matthew
Woodcock reconstructs the extraordinary life of a figure well-known yet long neglected in early modern
literary studies. In the first ever book-length biography of Churchyard, Woodcock reveals the author to be a
resourceful and innovative writer whose long literary career plays an important part in the history of
professional authorship in sixteenth-century England. This book also situates Churchyard alongside
contemporary soldier-authors such as Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, George Gascoigne, and Sir Philip
Sidney, and it makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the relationship between literature
and the military in the early modern period. Churchyard's writings drew heavily upon his own experiences at
court and in the wars and the author never tired of drawing attention to the struggles he endured throughout
his life. Consequently, this study addresses the wider methodological question of how we should construct
the biography of an individual who was consistently preoccupied with telling his own story.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Thomas Churchyard: Pen, Sword, and Ego was making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The book Thomas Churchyard: Pen, Sword, and Ego is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Thomas Churchyard: Pen, Sword, and
Ego. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Bethany Hall:

The publication untitled Thomas Churchyard: Pen, Sword, and Ego is the e-book that recommended to you
to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get
the e-book of Thomas Churchyard: Pen, Sword, and Ego from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Rebecca Clark:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Thomas Churchyard: Pen, Sword, and Ego why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Sylvia Grable:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Thomas Churchyard: Pen, Sword, and Ego
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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