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In this book, Martin Lund challenges contemporary claims about the original Superman’s supposed
Jewishness and offers a critical re-reading of the earliest Superman comics. Engaging in critical dialogue
with extant writing on the subject, Lund argues that much of recent popular and scholarly writing on
Superman as a Jewish character is a product of the ethnic revival, rather than critical investigations of the
past, and as such does not stand up to historical scrutiny. In place of these readings, this book offers a new
understanding of the Superman created by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster in the mid-1930s, presenting him as
an authentically Jewish American character in his own time, for good and ill.

On the way to this conclusion, this book questions many popular claims about Superman, including that he is
a golem, a Moses-figure, or has a Hebrew name. In place of such notions, Lund offers contextual readings of
Superman as he first appeared, touching on, among other ideas, Jewish American affinities with the
Roosevelt White House, the whitening effects of popular culture, Jewish gender stereotypes, and the
struggles faced by Jewish Americans during the historical peak of American anti-Semitism.

In this book, Lund makes a call to stem the diffusion of myth into accepted truth, stressing the importance of
contextualizing the Jewish heritage of the creators of Superman. By critically taking into account historical
understandings of Jewishness and the comics’ creative contexts, this book challenges reigning assumptions
about Superman and other superheroes’ cultural roles, not only for the benefit of Jewish studies, but for
American, Cultural, and Comics studies as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Re-Constructing the Man of Steel: Superman 1938-1941, Jewish American History, and the
Invention of the Jewish-Comics Connection (Contemporary Religion and Popular Culture) your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Re-Constructing the Man of Steel:
Superman 1938-1941, Jewish American History, and the Invention of the Jewish-Comics Connection
(Contemporary Religion and Popular Culture) giving you a different experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Barbara Shephard:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Re-Constructing the Man of Steel:
Superman 1938-1941, Jewish American History, and the Invention of the Jewish-Comics Connection
(Contemporary Religion and Popular Culture) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Re-Constructing the Man of Steel: Superman 1938-1941,
Jewish American History, and the Invention of the Jewish-Comics Connection (Contemporary Religion and
Popular Culture) become your starter.

Alexandra Dickey:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Re-Constructing the Man of Steel: Superman
1938-1941, Jewish American History, and the Invention of the Jewish-Comics Connection (Contemporary
Religion and Popular Culture) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Loren Benton:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best



book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Re-Constructing the Man of Steel: Superman 1938-1941, Jewish American History, and the Invention of the
Jewish-Comics Connection (Contemporary Religion and Popular Culture). You can add your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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