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Mecca is the heart of Islam. It is the birthplace of Muhammad, the direction towards which Muslims turn
when they pray and the site of pilgrimage which annually draws some three million Muslims from all corners
of the world. Yet Mecca's importance goes beyond religion. What happens in Mecca and how Muslims think
about the political and cultural history of Mecca has had and continues to have a profound influence on
world events to this day. In this captivating book, Ziauddin Sardar unravels the significance of Mecca.
Tracing its history, from its origins as a 'barren valley' in the desert to its evolution as a trading town and
sudden emergence as the religious centre of a world empire, Sardar examines the religious struggles and
rebellions in Mecca that have powerfully shaped Muslim culture. Interweaving stories of his own
pilgrimages to Mecca with those of others, Sardar offers a unique insight into not just the spiritual aspects of
Mecca - the passion, ecstasy and longing it evokes - but also the conflict between heritage and modernity that
has characterised its history. He unpeels the physical, social and cultural dimensions that have helped
transform the city and also, though accounts of such Orientalist travellers as Richard Burton and Charles
Doughty, the strange fascination that Mecca has long inspired in the Western imagination. And, ultimately,
he explores what this tension could mean for Mecca's future. An illuminative, lyrical and witty blend of
history, reportage and memoir, this outstanding book reflects all that is profound, enlightening and curious
about one of the most important religious sites in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Mecca: The Sacred City. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Mecca: The
Sacred City. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Melba More:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Mecca: The Sacred City this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Lynette Petree:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Mecca: The Sacred City was filled about science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Blanche Dobos:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Mecca: The Sacred City to make
your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the
reserve Mecca: The Sacred City can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of these time.
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