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This volume, a revised version of a doctoral dissertation submitted to the University of Sheffield in 1990,
places John the Baptist within his first-century Jewish context by exploring his public roles and activities as a
baptizer and a prophet as they would have been understood within the sociohistorical context of Second
Temple Judaism. After surveying the relevant traditions concerning John the Baptist (in particular, Josephus,
canonical Gospels, and extracanonical sources), the volume turns to the use of ablutions and immersions in
the Hebrew Bible, in Second Temple Jewish literature, and especially in the Qumran literature. In light of
this context, several functions of John's baptism are proposed both in continuity with his context and in
distinction from it. Then, Webb explores John's role as a prophet in two respects. First, after surveying the
expectation of eschatological figures of judgment and restoration in the Hebrew Bible and Second Temple
Jewish literature, John's own proclamation of a coming one is understood as describing Yahweh's coming to
judge and restore, but through an unspecified human agent. Second, in light of the varieties of prophetic
figures in the Second Temple period, John is best understood as a popular prophet who uses the symbolic
event of the people's baptism in the Jordan River and their return home to symbolize not only their entrance
into the true remnant Israel but also their entrance into the Promised Land. When this symbolic activity is
placed alongside John's prophetic critique of Herod Antipas and of Herod's marriage, the social and political
implications of this critique become evident. The symbolic activity and strong critique led to the Baptist's
death under Herod Antipas.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

The book John the Baptizer and Prophet: A Sociohistorical Study can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
John the Baptizer and Prophet: A Sociohistorical Study? A number of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book John the Baptizer and Prophet: A Sociohistorical Study has simple shape however, you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Janelle Smith:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love John the Baptizer and Prophet: A
Sociohistorical Study, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Dennis Bloom:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. Among the books in the top record in your reading list will be John the Baptizer and Prophet: A
Sociohistorical Study. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Kim Marshall:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book John the Baptizer and Prophet: A
Sociohistorical Study to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open
up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication John the Baptizer and Prophet: A Sociohistorical
Study can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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