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Jean Cras (1879-1932) was a remarkable man by anyone's measure. Twice a decorated hero of the Great
War, this Rear-Admiral of the French navy, scientist, inventor and moral philosopher, was also a highly
esteemed composer during his lifetime, enjoying the same stature and celebrity as Fauré, Debussy and Ravel.
Since his death, however, both Cras and his music have been almost completely overlooked. In this, the first
critical biography of Cras, Paul-Andre Bempechat situates Henri Duparc's protegé as a missing link between
the French post-Romantic generation of composers and the Impressionists. The book explores, both
historically and analytically, the methodology by which Cras evolved his eclectic brand of Impressionism,
striking the delicate balance between Celtic folk idioms and exoticisms inspired by his travels. Cras' creative
legacy extends beyond the world of music to the world of science. His five patented inventions include the
navigational gyrocompass, which bears his name, still in use to this day by the French navy, coast guard and
boating afficionados. Bempechat draws special attention to the humanist Jean Cras and his distinguished
military career - he is credited with saving the Serbian army from extinction - drawing on primary source
material such as family correspondence and wartime diaries to reaffirm this composer as a true Renaissance
man of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do
that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Jean Cras, Polymath of Music and Letters to read.

Ellis Cook:

This Jean Cras, Polymath of Music and Letters tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this Jean Cras, Polymath of Music and Letters can be among the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Jean Cras,
Polymath of Music and Letters forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

David Bergeron:

The reserve untitled Jean Cras, Polymath of Music and Letters is the publication that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Jean Cras, Polymath of Music and Letters from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Tracy Rojas:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Jean Cras, Polymath of Music and Letters why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.
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