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By the end of the nineteenth century, Pittsburgh emerged as a major manufacturing center in the United
States. Its rise as a leading producer of steel, glass, and coal was fueled by machine technology and mass
immigration, developments that fundamentally changed the industrial workplace. Because Pittsburgh’s major
industries were almost exclusively male and renowned for their physical demands, the male working body
came to symbolize multiple often contradictory narratives about strength and vulnerability, mastery and
exploitation. In Bodies of Work, Edward Slavishak explores how Pittsburgh and the working body were
symbolically linked in civic celebrations, the research of social scientists, the criticisms of labor reformers,
advertisements, and workers’ self-representations. Combining labor and cultural history with visual culture
studies, he chronicles a heated contest to define Pittsburgh’s essential character at the turn of the twentieth
century, and he describes how that contest was conducted largely through the production of competing
images.

Slavishak focuses on the workers whose bodies came to epitomize Pittsburgh, the men engaged in the
arduous physical labor demanded by the city’s metals, glass, and coal industries. At the same time, he
emphasizes how conceptions of Pittsburgh as quintessentially male limited representations of women in the
industrial workplace. The threat of injury or violence loomed large for industrial workers at the turn of the
twentieth century, and it recurs throughout Bodies of Work: in the marketing of artificial limbs, statistical
assessments of the physical toll of industrial capitalism, clashes between labor and management, the
introduction of workplace safety procedures, and the development of a statewide workmen’s compensation
system.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Bodies of Work: Civic
Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Thomas Deleon:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body,
Commodity, Text) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in
Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text) content conveys objective easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity,
Text) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

William Kelley:

The reserve untitled Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity,
Text) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial
Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ronald Tanaka:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor
in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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