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The San Gabriel Mountains overlook the Los Angeles Basin, San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys on the south
and the Mojave Desert on the north. These mountains, because of their proximity to the population centers of
Southern California, have a rich heritage.

Primitive peoples once sought food, clothing and materials from the San Gabriels. Spanish missionaries and
the Californio successors cut timber and utilized the water that flowed from the mountains. Horsethieves,
preying on the huge rancho herds, used the hidden recesses for refuge. Herders pastured cattle and sheep on
the back country flats.

Gold was the lure that brought miners into the mountains. California's first gold rush occurred in Placerita
Canyon, at the western edge of the San Gabriels. Hardy prospectors swarmed into San Gabriel Canyon to
pan, sluice, long-tom and hydraulic in a frantic quest for mineral wealth. The short-lived mining camp of
Eldoradoville sprang up overnight at the elbow of the East Fork, and just as quickly disappeared in the great
flood of 1862. But flood, fire, and grizzlies failed to deter the stubborn miners, and for half a century they
continued to extract gold and silver from the mountains.

On the heels of the gold miners came the water seekers. The lowland communities and citrus orchards that
boomed to life in the 1880s needed water for domestic use and irrigation, and they hungrily captured the
flows that emitted from the canyons. In times of drought, they fought tooth and nail over the liquid gold,
each faction determined to safeguard its fair share. Mountain water was also used to generate hydroelectric
power. And water, too much of it, could be an awful scourge, necessitating the construction of flood control
dams in all the major canyons.

The pleasure seeker came into the San Gabriels in the 1880s, to fish the trout-rich streams, hunt wild game
and relax in a wilderness setting. Mountain resorts sprang up to cater to the lowland visitor. Switzer Camp in
the Arroyo Seco was the first, quickly followed by such sylvan hostelries as Martin's and Strain's camps on
Mt. Wilson, Sturtevant's Camp in Big Santa Anita Canyon, Camp Baldy in San Antonio Canyon, Glenn
Ranch in Lytle Creek, and many others. The ultimate in mountain pleasures was the Mount Lowe Railway,
which climbed from Altadena to Echo Mountain and on up to famous Ye Alpine Tavern.

The Mount Lowe Railway and, even more, the Mount Wilson Observatory, one of the early 20th century's
great scientific ventures, brought world-wide fame to the San Gabriels.

The Angeles Crest Highway and other paved thoroughfares, beginning in the 1930s, made the mountains
easily accessible to swarms of city dwellers. The San Gabriels have become a backyard playground for
thousands who live nearby. This proximity to urban centers has, in recent years, brought urban problems to
the mountains traffic congestion, pollution, vandalism and crime. How we solve these problems will
determine how the San Gabriel's will serve our recreational and watershed needs in the future.

This book details more than two hundred years of mankind's use of the San Gabriels. It includes scores of
rare photographs. It is a valuable record of the past, as well as a challenge to the future.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Edwards:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From
Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creek.

Donna Antonucci:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creek.

Chester Grantham:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From Soledad Canyon to
Lytle Creek this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited
all of you.

Melissa Fernandez:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creek we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely



choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book
The San Gabriels: The Mountain Country From Soledad Canyon to Lytle Creek. You can more attractive
than now.
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