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Six, years after Mark Twain's death, Albert Bigelow Paine, the author's literary executor, brought out a
bowdlerized edition of The Mysterious Stranger, silently cut and cobbled from three unfinished manuscripts.
This volume presents those manuscripts for the first time, exactly as mark Twain wrote them.

Paine's disingenuous account of the history of his edition has, until recently, misled critics into believing that
Mark Twain's creative abilities deserted him for a time, only to be recovered in the composition of The
Mysterious Stranger. By writing this tale, said Bernard DeVoto, Mark Twain "saved himself in the end, and
came back from the edge of insanity, and found as much peace as any man may find in his last years, and
brought his talent into fruition and made it whole again." Although most critics have praised the work as the
finest fiction of Mark Twain's later years, Paine and his collaborator, Frederick A. Duneka, so changed many
of the book's essentials that it does not fully or accurately reflect the author's mood and thought.

Paine's edition of the book was based, for the most part, on the earliest of the three versions, written during
the time of Mark Twain's supposed creative paralysis. He and Duneka suppressed a quarter of the text of this
manuscript and grafted onto it the last chapter of the latest version. Mark Twain began the first manuscript,
"The Chronicle of Young Satan," in 1897; late in 1898, he tried to recast the story in a Hannibal setting, then
returned to his first version, only to abandon it permanently in 1900. Between 1902 and 1908, he worked on
the third and longest version, the only one the author called "The Mysterious Stranger."

The publication of these texts therefore offers an opportunity to observe Mark Twain's sustained literary
struggle with a central theme and to reevaluate the tantalizing question of the author's late work.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

This book untitled Mark Twain's Mysterious Stranger Manuscripts (Mark Twain Papers) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Wilma Baca:

The book Mark Twain's Mysterious Stranger Manuscripts (Mark Twain Papers) will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Mark Twain's Mysterious Stranger
Manuscripts (Mark Twain Papers) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Dan Morris:

The book untitled Mark Twain's Mysterious Stranger Manuscripts (Mark Twain Papers) is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Mark Twain's Mysterious Stranger Manuscripts (Mark Twain
Papers) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Elizabeth Ramsey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Mark Twain's Mysterious Stranger Manuscripts (Mark Twain
Papers) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Mark Twain's
Mysterious Stranger Manuscripts (Mark Twain Papers).
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