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How did the French Revolutionaries explain, justify, and understand the extraordinary violence of their
revolution? In debating this question, historians have looked to a variety of eighteenth-century sources, from
Rousseau’s writings to Old Regime protest tactics. A Natural History of Revolution suggests that it is
perhaps on a different shelf of the Enlightenment library that we might find the best clues for understanding
the French Revolution: namely, in studies of the natural world. In their attempts to portray and explain the
events of the Revolution, political figures, playwrights, and journalists often turned to the book of nature:
phenomena such as hailstorms and thunderbolts found their way into festivals, plays, and political speeches
as descriptors of revolutionary activity. The particular way that revolutionaries deployed these metaphors
drew on notions derived from the natural science of the day about regeneration, purgation, and balance. In
examining a series of tropes (earthquakes, lightning, mountains, swamps, and volcanoes) that played an
important role in the public language of the Revolution, A Natural History of Revolution reveals that
understanding the use of this natural imagery is fundamental to our understanding of the Terror. Eighteenth-
century natural histories had demonstrated that in the natural world, apparent disorder could lead to a
restored equilibrium, or even regeneration. This logic drawn from the natural world offered the
revolutionaries a crucial means of explaining and justifying revolutionary transformation. If thunder could
restore balance in the atmosphere, and if volcanic eruptions could create more fertile soil, then so too could
episodes of violence and disruption in the political realm be portrayed as necessary for forging a new order
in revolutionary France.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed A Natural
History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Sherrill Height:

The book A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination,
1789-1794 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
good thing like a book A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary
Imagination, 1789-1794? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Natural
History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world
by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ryan Maggard:

The publication untitled A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary
Imagination, 1789-1794 is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A
Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kristine Toomey:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book A Natural History of Revolution:
Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the
publication A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination,



1789-1794 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of these time.
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