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"Don't fret about me, brother. In a few years I might heal inside and be ready for some more of Africa."
These words of quiet hope from Joseph C. Shenk to his brother-in-law, Omar Eby, terminate nearly twenty
years of correspondence. Captivated by his honest, joyous and painful narrative we expect more-perhaps the
ending of a novel. Or wouldn't that be less-some fictional typing up of all loose ends?

Instead, we follow Joe's unfinished trek through the wild beauty of his Tanzanian homeland as he teaches at
a secondary school in Musoma and then at a theological college in Bukiroba from 1963-1976, interrupted
only by a year back in Pennsylvania. A desk job in Nairobi from 1976 to 1981 brings with it the freedom and
comfort of a modern city. His great joy: "no one intrudes" upon the family.

Excerpts from the 238 letters in Rafiki: Letters to Omar draw the reader more deeply into Joe's life, defined
by impossible conflicts born of missionaries, the home office, and a new African church. No wonder that he
confesses, "I repent of trying to find a solution to our problems." Decades before diversity and peace
building evolved into fashionable cliches, Joe was witness to the psychic costs of internalized conflict. "I am
two different people. I try to keep both parts of me honest," he writes.

But that whole mixture of agony and ecstasy, captured in a thousand details of American money, African
protocol, a father-son relationship with the African Bishop, mud roads, flat tires, safari landscapes and tsetse
flies-all that yields to hope born anew and nourished by small moments.

Great chunks have been omitted from Joe's letters to Omar, to protect the "living and the guilty," the editor
writes in the Preface. All references to Eby's life have also been eliminated. These letters reflect solely the
inimitable Joseph C. Shenk, the Joe of his young second-generation missionary years: his musings on being a
husband, a father of four daughters, a teacher in a theological college, a student of the African psyche, a
confidant of the first African Mennonite Bishop in Tanzania. Here, too one reads of Joe's delight in
motorcycle safaris and his joy of being in village Africa. Wrote all this to one good friend. Omar Eby feels
he is a most fortunate recipient of Joe's confidence and grace.

In the conclusion to his Preface, Eby writes: "I am keenly aware that the full dimensions of a person are not
manifested in correspondence with only one person. May no one take offense at anything Joe wrote. He did
not know that one day others would read his letters to his rafiki, Omar. If the reader is angered, blame Joe's
editor. If the reader is blessed, give thanks that once there was a good man who believed in a friendship
worthy of letters."
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Rafiki is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Erin Harmon:

This Rafiki is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Rafiki can be the light food for you because the information inside
this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life and knowledge.

Beth Call:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Rafiki can make you feel more interested to read.

Wilma Tovar:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book Rafiki we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Rafiki. You can more desirable than now.
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