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Postures of the Mind was first published in 1985. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University
of Minnesota Press editions.

Annette Baier develops, in these essays, a posture in philosophy of mind and in ethics that grows out of her
reading of Hume and the later Wittgenstein, and that challenges several Kantian or analytic articles of faith.
She questions the assumption that intellect has authority over all human feelings and traditions; that to
recognize order we must recognize universal laws—descriptive or prescriptive; that the essential mental
activity is representing; and that mental acts can be analyzed into discrete basic elements, combined
according to statable rules of synthesis.

In the first group of essays—"Varieties of Mental Postures"—Baier evaluates the positions taken by
philosophers ranging from Descartes to Dennett and Davidson. Among her topics are remembering,
intending, realizing, caring, representing, changing one's mind, justifying one's actions and feelings, and
having conflicting reasons for them. The second group of essays—"Varieties of Moral Postures" - explores
the sort of morality we get when all of these capacities become reflective and self-corrective. Some deal with
particular moral issues—our treatment of animals, our policies regarding risk to human life, our contractual
obligations; others, with more general questions on the role of moral philosophers and the place of moral
theory. These essays respond to the theories of Hobbes, Kant, Rawls, and MacIntyre, but Baier's most
positive reaction is to David Hume; Postures of the Mind  affirms and cultivates his version of a moral
reflection that employs feeling and tradition as well as reason.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Williams:

This Postures of the Mind: Essays on Mind and Morals are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Postures of the Mind: Essays on Mind and Morals can be
among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Postures of the Mind: Essays on Mind and Morals giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Jesus Loveless:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition details. Even you love Postures of the Mind: Essays on Mind and Morals, you may enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Shalon Fisk:

The book untitled Postures of the Mind: Essays on Mind and Morals contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Myrtle McDonald:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Postures of the Mind: Essays on Mind and Morals to
make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the
book Postures of the Mind: Essays on Mind and Morals can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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