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Praised variously as "perhaps the greatest living jazz critic" (Gunther Schuller) and "one of the most
distinguished critics (of anything) this country has produced," (Gary Giddins, The Village Voice), Martin
Williams has been perceptively chronicling the development of jazz for more than 30 years. Both The Jazz
Tradition, which many consider a classic history of jazz, and his previous collection of jazz writings, Jazz
Heritage, received the ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award for Excellence in Music Criticism.
In this, Williams's newest jazz collection, the author gathers together many of his best pieces and covers new
ground, with short columns on Teddy Wilson and George Winston and a longer article, "How Long Has This
Been Going On?," examining the current state of jazz. In this last work, Williams notes that jazz is
experiencing a period of "stylistic retrenchment or, if you will, a period of conservatism," and questions the
fusion of jazz with rock. Williams cites the opinion of Wynton Marsalis and a number of other musicians,
who "seem to see the whole fusion thing as a kind of commercial opportunism and artistic blind alley, maybe
even a betrayal of the music."
Arranged roughly according to the form of the writing (music reviews, profiles, etc.) the pieces included here
examine the musicianship of jazz greats from Sidney Bechet to Ornette Coleman, including Lionel Hampton,
Lee Konitz, Art Farmer, and others. There are also thought pieces on the development and direction of jazz
and jazz scholarship. Together, these works provide an insightful overview of the development of jazz over
the past 20 years.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Jazz in Its Time is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Barbara Hall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Jazz in Its Time book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still hesitation Jazz in Its Time as good book not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Wanda Leopard:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Jazz in Its Time can make you experience more interested to read.

Ann Wheeler:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Jazz in Its Time when you desired it?
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